ations, 
ciation 
A ssoci- 
en, as 
n Mex- 
s Com- 
bers of 
ciation, 
inter- 
repre- 
Yoheny, 
mittee, 
next to 
the very 
our rep- 
| partic- 
Mr. Do- 
that he 


without | 


lered by 
he was 


investi F 


<< 


f 


7News Bulletin 


Published Weekly by the 


FOREIGN POLICY ASSOCIATION 


9 East 45th STREET, NEw York, N. Y. 
Subscription, Fifty Cents a Year 


Jas. G. McDONALD, Chair’n; CHRISTINA MERRIMAN, 
Sec’y; Geo. M. LAMONTE, Treasurer; EstHER G. 
OcpEN, Membership Sec’y. 


Membership $5 a Year 


Telephone Vanderbilt 5740 


Vol. III, No. 14 


February 15, 1924 


A limited number of copies of the Text 
of the Franco-Belgian and German In- 
dustrial Agreements relating to the Ruhr 
and Rhineland (Effective to April 15, 
1924), Translated and Condensed for the 
F. P. A. by J. A. N. DE SANCHEZ, are avail- 
able for distribution to members on re- 
quest. 


Entered as 6 seoond- 
cise matter December 
Z. 1921, at the Post 
Office at New York, 
». F under the act 
of March 38. 1879 


} 
Pefiodical Division, 


Library of lonmnples, 


Washington, D. C. 


Great Britain 
RITISH LABOR has made its initial 
formal appeal for Parliamentary 
support. Premier MacDonald’s opening 
address at the re-convening of Parlia- 
ment, February 12, was a frank and un- 
spectacular statement of his Party’s 
hopes and plans, already largely fore- 
shadowed, for the restoration of property 
at home and peace abroad.* He empha- 
sizes the re-establishment of cordial] per- 
sonal relations with Poincaré and his be- 
lief that the troublesome differences 
about the Separatist movement in the 
Palatinate, and the French “blockade’”’ 
of the British occupied region about 
Cologne, would soon be settled. Speak- 
ing of the League of Nations, he reaffirm- 
ed his opinion that “Germany must come 
in,” and added, “I hope Russia will come 
in. We ought all to bein.” With refer- 
ence to the United States, he said: 
“So far as America is concerned it would 
ili become me or this House to give it any 
advice. We are working permanently at 
European problems, and I feel sure that as 
soon as America knows that this problem is 
being attacked from a new point of view, 
with idealism which does not mean more ex- 
penditure on armaments—as soon as Amer- 
ica feels that there is something large, some- 
thing moral in the spirit in which these prob- 
lems are being approached we will not have 
to go cap in hand to America and beg her to 
come in, but that America will be perfectly 
willing to do her share in the great work.” 


French Politics 


The last two weeks have seen increas- 
ing bitterness in the debates in the French 
Chamber, all centering about Premier 
Poincaré’s forthright demand, January 
25, that he be authorized to carry out by 
decree drastic economies in Government 


* Two illuminating examples of the difficulties Britain 


faces in re-establishing her industry are: the decision, an- 
nounced February 10, of the Indian Stores Department 
inder instructions from the Indian Government, to buy five 
locomotives in Germany, at a cost 40 per cent less than the 
British bid; and a similar decision, announced the next 


ny, of the Egyptian Government to buy thirty locomotives 
in Italy 


administration. He has been attacked 
from diverse angles. Herriot and his as- 
sociates on the left charge an attempt to 
usurp Parliamentary authority. Tardieu 
and the Clemenceau group bitterly de- 
nounce the Government’s measures as in- 
adequate to balance the budget or to 
stabilize the franc, and as certain to in- 
crease unnecessarily the cost of living. 
Thus far, Poincaré has maintained a 
working majority. But in the present 
temper of parliamentary opposition an 
adverse vote would not be surprising. 
Spokesmen for the French Government 
have expressed keen eagerness to study 
the reports of the two sub-committees of 
experts of the Reparation Commission 
with a view to settling, if possible, the 
“reparations snarl.” No concrete ac- 
tions, however, will be taken until these 
reports are available. The suggestion in 
the Paris Excelsior, February 10, that 


“the U nited States Government will not re- 


consic leration of the possibility of wip- 
ing out ‘the French debt to America and as- 
suming the responsibility of the French debt 
to England in exchange for the French pos- 
sessions in the West Indies,” 


cannot be taken seriously on either side 
of the Atlantic. 


Germany 

After two weeks of what they describe 
as very valuable conferences with Ger- 
man officials, particularly President 
Schacht of the Reichsbank in Berlin, Gen. 
Dawes and his associates returned to 
Paris on February 13. It is now an- 
nounced that the Dawes Committee hopes 
that the idea of a definite gold currency 
bank will be carried out very soon and 
that within a few weeks, with the ap- 
proval of the Reparation Commission, a 
practicable currency plan can be put into 
effect. In view of these optimistic ex- 
pectations, it is all the more deplorable 
that the German Government should 
have committed the stupid discourtesy of 
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refusing the usual honors to former Pres- 
ident Wilson. Probably Stresemann, the 
German Foreign Minister, fearful of crit- 
icism from reactionaries and monarchists, 
is primarily responsible for this inexcusa- 
ble blunder. 
League Activities 
HE United States, either through 
private citizens or unofficial repre- 
sentatives, is represented on or actively 
interested in four League of Nations 
commissions or conferences which are 
this week actively at work on various 
phases of international cooperation. Nor- 
man H. Davis, as head of the League 
Neutral Commission, after a series of 
meetings at Geneva, has with his associa- 
ates now gone to Memel to investigate 
there this serious cause of friction be- 
‘een Poland and Lithuania. Joseph C. 
cew, American Minister to Switzerland, 
st week explained his government’s 
» oint of view at the League’s Commission 
for Limitation and Control of the Sale of 
.rms, which has been endeavoring to 
craft an international convention for the 
control of traffic in arms acceptable to the 
United States, as well as to the members 
of the League. The first conference of 
the Commission ended on February 7. Its 
work is to be carried on by a special com- 
mittee to meet in Paris, March 24, at 
which it is hoped Mr. Grew will again 
act as the American representative. The 
League of Nations Naval Conference, 
which will consider the extension of the 
principles adopted at the Washington 
Disarmament Conference, will open this 
week in Rome. Though no announce- 
ment has been made, it is hoped that 
some American representative will be 
present. On February 12 it was an- 
nounced in Geneva that Dr. Hugh S. 
Cumming, Surgeon General of the United 
“tates Public Health Service, has been 
elected one of the Vice-Presidents of the 
Permanent Health Organization of the 
League of Nations, which is holding its 
first meeting since the amalgamation of 
e International Public Health Office in 
- aris with the Provisional Health Com- 
wittee of the League. 


\7ould Abrogate Gentlemen’s Agreement 


LITTLE-NOTICED proposal in the 
pending Johnson Immigration Bill 
(H.R. 6540) to deny to aliens “‘ineligible 
to citizenship” the privilege of admit- 
tance to the United States—Sections 12 
(b)—would needlessly, if enacted in its 
present form, give serious offense to 
Japan. It would override existing treat- 
ies and automatically revoke the Gen- 
tlemen’s Agreement by which for fifteen 
years Japan has scrupulously limited her 
immigration to this country to the classes 
agreed upon by the two governments. 
Responsible Japanese have repeatedly 
declared that if the Gentlemen’s Agree- 
ment is not now satisfactory, the Japa- 
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nese Government will gladly reconsider 
the whole matter and make some new 
arrangement. In the face of such assur- 
ances and in view of Japan’s earnest de- 
sire the United States should not pass dis- 
criminatory and inevitably humiliating 
legislation aimed at the Japanese. 

Secretary Hughes, in a letter dated 
February 8 addressed to the Chairman 
of the House Immigration Committee, 
adds his testimony that the proposed leg- 
islation is “quite unnecessary” and sug- 
gests that the Japanese be treated in the 
present bill on the same basis as other 
nationalities. The Secretary is convinecd 
that Japan will cooperate effectively to re- 
move whatever objections may be felt 
towards Japanese immigration. 

Two admirable pamphlet studies of 
this problem have just been made by Dr. 
Sidney L. Gulick, New Factors in Ameri- 
can-Japanese Relations and Japanese in 
Hawaii. Either or both of these can be 
had by addressing the National Commit- 
tee on American-Japanese Relations, 287 
Fourth Avenue, New York City. 


No Change in Foreign Policy 

President Coolidge’s references to for- 
eign affairs in his Lincoln Day address 
in New York were very scanty. ‘“‘Noth- 
ing,” he said, “has occurred since my 
message to Congress that requires any 
change in that policy.” He referred op- 
timistically to the work of the three 
Americans on the Reparation Sub-Com- 
mittees, because, though they “do not 
represent our Government” or an official 
point of view, they bring to their work 
‘“‘what may be more effective, the point 
of view of the American mind.’’ Then, 
following closely the argument of Secre- 
tary Hughes in his address before the 
Council on Foreign Relations on Janu- 
ary 23, he reaffirmed the United States 
Government’s desire to prevent the sale 
of arms for war-like purposes, but de- 


fended the Administration’s support of 


President Obregon. 


Books We Recommend 

PRIESTLY’S The Mexican Nation: A His- 
tory (MacMillan), a sound, scholarly 
analysis, more political than economic 
‘or social, of Mexican developments 

: from the beginning. 

THOMAS’ A Hundred Years of the Mon- 
roe Doctrine (MacMillan), an ob- 
jective study of the history and im- 
plications of the Monroe Doctrine 
since its pronouncement, Dec. 2, 1823. 


The next Cincinnati F. P. A. dinner- 
discussion will be held on February 28, 
at the Hotel Sinton. The subject will be 
“Mr. Ramsay MacDonald and the British 
Parliament,” with Mr. S. K. Ratcliffe as 
the chief speaker. Inquiries should be 
addressed to Mrs. Simon Kuhn, 3668 
Washington Avenue, Cincinnati. 
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